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EAST HANTS DISTRICT COUNCIL

At a meeting of the Community Forum (Whitehill & Bordon, Liphook, Headley, 
Grayshott, Lindford & Greatham) held on 7 February 2017

Present 

Councillor: Y Parker-Smith (Chairman)

Councillors: A Williams (Vice-Chairman), A Carew, F Cowper, A Glass, R Millard, 
B Mouland, S Pond, M Smith and R Standish

29 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies from Councillors A Muldoon and A Waterhouse.

30 Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 25 October 2016 were agreed and 
signed as a correct record.

31 Chairman's Announcements 

There were no chairman’s announcements.

32 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest.

33 What Will Living in a Healthy New Town be Like? 

The Chairman introduced Cllr Cowper, Leader of EHDC, who opened the 
discussion.  Whitehill & Bordon was one of only 10 towns in the nation that had 
acquired Healthy New Town status.  This was an honour, as it had been a 
competitive bidding process against 114 applicants.  A Healthy New Town was 
a broad title and encompassed an entire lifestyle.  For example, in Whitehill & 
Bordon this would include:

 27 miles of new cycle ways and footpaths;
 Useable open spaces to encourage outdoor activity;
 A health campus where GP’s and a leisure centre would be next door to 

one another;
 Discouraging poor quality, fast food outlets near schools;
 Technology for vulnerable residents which would allow more personal 

freedom, but could be used to monitor an individuals whereabouts; and
 At the heart of the strategy would be a seven day per week primary care 

access for all.

In January 2015, the Leader had promised Whitehill & Bordon a new care 
home and stated that EHDC is exploring commercial options to achieve this.
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Kate Hillerby, Healthy New Towns Programme Manager explained that they 
were designing a town that would be easy to be active in.  Working alongside 
GP’s, Portsmouth University and Hampshire County Council technology would 
be used to allow people to remain in their homes for as long as possible.

Sara Tiller, Chief Development Officer, Fareham & Gosport and South Eastern 
Hampshire Clinical Commissioning Groups explained that her role involved 
planning and procuring health services that would meet the needs of local 
people.  The NHS could not do this alone and were working together across the 
public and private sector.  They wanted to look at health in the broadest sense 
to prevent people becoming sick in the first place, so they would be able to live 
healthy, dependent lives.

Dr Leung, a local GP was very excited at the opportunity.  His only fear was this 
was a once in a lifetime opportunity and there could be issues if only short-term 
plans were made.

James Child, Project Director for Taylor Wimpey Dorchester felt that this was a 
unique example of public and private sector partners working together to deliver 
the project.  They wanted people to enjoy where they lived and make Whitehill 
& Bordon a quality destination. 

Concern was expressed that residents had lost the Woolmer Surgery and 
Pinehill Surgery had two part-time doctors.  It was asked whether there were 
plans to encourage more GPs to the area in order to keep pace of the growing 
population.  In response, it was explained that this area was no exception when 
it came to fewer GPs.  The old model practice was proving to be unattractive to 
younger GPs.  30-40% of people who saw their GP were not there for a clinical 
reason, which was not a good use of a GPs time.  Different ways of working 
were having to be explored such as multi-disciplinary teams.  Dr Leung used a 
system in his practice which meant patients were more prepared to see a nurse 
knowing that a doctor would be available as back up if need be.

It was the Leader’s ambition, hope and aspiration to have a minor injuries unit 
in the town.  It was however, an area of the strategy which had not been fully 
defined and EHDC had been working with partners on this.  It was 
acknowledged that for some patients, it was impossible to travel to the minor 
injuries unit in Petersfield on a Sunday for example.  For a traditional minor 
injuries unit to run, it had to serve a population of 100,000 plus.  It was to be an 
ongoing debate but they had to be realistic and ambitious about new ways of 
working and different forms of delivery.

In response to a question raised regarding housing for key workers, it was 
confirmed that of the 3,350 homes that would be built, 500 had already been 
provisioned to fall in to the affordable housing bracket which included social 
rent, starter homes and shared ownership.  However, there was still work to be 
undertaken with regard to tenures.

In terms of car parking provision for the town, there would be space for 1,500-
1,800 cars in underground and stacked storey car parks in the town centre 
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which was based on the needs of retailers.  Parking would be dispersed and 
work was being undertaken with Hampshire County Council in order to have a 
minimal impact on those living in the town centre.

The areas surrounding the town were heathland sites that were sensitive to 
access by large numbers of people.  It was asked whether maps would be 
produced to advise people of the most suitable places to go.  Mr Child was 
happy to work with the individual who had raised this point and walk the course 
with him in order to know how to deal with intrusion into special areas.  Where 
works were currently being undertaken, the developer had put up signage to 
warn people when they were straying off course.  It was confirmed that maps 
were being developed as to where people could walk but it was possible a 
paragraph could be inserted as to where they could not go.

The loss of beds at Wenham Holt that the NHS wanted to commission had 
been very unfortunate.  However, should a new facility be built in the town, the 
NHS would look to buy beds from that facility.  The Leader confirmed that the 
care home, with a partner as part of the health campus, was an evolving 
project.  He envisaged there being more beds available than the dementia unit 
would require and would be willing to sell those facilities but a deal had not 
been negotiated. 

Sport was high on the agenda for the healthy new town and 2018 would see an 
indoor inline hockey and trampoline gym being built.  Discussions were also 
underway to develop a strategy with the Phoenix Theatre to ensure arts and 
culture was encouraged for all ages.

Whilst the healthy new town did not specifically tackle child mental health, the 
Healthy New Towns Programme Manager confirmed they had started working 
with Mind and would like to speak to Community First more due to the 
intervention and preventative work they undertook around mental health.

34 East Hampshire District Council Boundary Review 

The Chairman introduced Tom Horwood, Executive Director, who explained 
that the Local Government Boundary Commission for England would be 
conducting an internal district ward boundary review of East Hampshire in 
2017. 

The review would try to ensure a consistent electorate for each district 
councillor, based upon predictions for the population in 2023.  The agreement 
of the revised boundaries would be confirmed by an Act of Parliament in early 
2018, in advance of the next district council elections in May 2019.  The 
Commission will commence their public consultation in May 2017.

35 Public Questions 

It was asked whether people were aware that the NHS Guildford and Waverley 
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) were leading a consultation to look at 
stroke services in Surrey?  As part of their plans, specialist stroke care would 
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be provided at Frimley Park Hospital and St. Peters Hospital but not Royal 
Surrey County Hospital.  This was a serious situation that needed to be raised 
with MP’s.

Dr Leung confirmed that he was in fact aware of the changes but had not been 
asked what his patients might need.  The majority of his patients went to the 
Royal Surrey County Hospital in Guildford so this would in one way or another 
impact them.

Sara Tiller, Chief Development Officer, Fareham and Gosport and South 
Eastern Hampshire CCG said that a 12 week formal consultation had started 
on 6 February 2017 in which everyone could give their views.  CCG’s had 
asked to be a formal consultee and Patient Participation Groups were able to 
input into the formal response.  They were also obtaining detailed data for the 
area as to how many people were being treated at Royal Surrey County 
Hospital and speaking to the ambulance service.  They would also be in touch 
with  local patient groups.

The Leader of EHDC said that he would express concerns to both MP’s for 
East Hampshire district:- Damian Hinds and George Hollingbery.

The meeting commenced at 6.30 pm and concluded at 8.35 pm


